
6/19/20

1

Partnering with Parents to 
Nurture Family Faith

Family Faith Formation in 2020-21
Part 1 – Programming Approaches

John Roberto
(jroberto@lifelongfaith.com)

www.LifelongFaith.com
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What will faith formation & ministry 
look like in 2020-21?

✦ We are not going back to normal – life before 
March 1, 2020.

✦ We are no longer talking about months but about 
years of COVID-19. 

✦ We will not be able to gather people in church 
facilities as we have in the past
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Faith Formation 
Programming Approaches

Gathered 
Programming 

(church, 
camp, mission 

trip, retreat 
center, 

community 
places) 

Blended 
Program

Gathered & 
Online

Online 
Programming

(individual, 
families, small 

groups)
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Family Faith Formation in 2020-21

Live 
Programming

Online 
Programming

Families 
@Home

Small Group 
Gatherings
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Digital Tools for Family Programming

• A Digital Platform for Faith Formation: 
Websites – Weebly, Squarespace, Wix
• Video Conferencing & Streaming: Zoom, 

Facebook Live, YouTube Live 
• Group Interaction: Facebook Groups
• Communication Tools: Email, Texting
• Social Media Tools: Facebook, Instagram
• Online Learning Platforms: Edmodo, 

Google Classroom
• Digital Learning Apps 
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Website Builder 
Weebly.com
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Four-Week Program Plan
Week 1 - Live Stream Presentation/Demonstration on the 
Theme (synchronous)

Week 2 & 3 - Home Family Experience (asynchronous)
• Individual family or groupings of families
• Online playlist of age-appropriate faith formation activities 

on the theme
• Resources for parent enrichment on the theme 

Week 4. Live Online Session to Share and Present Projects 
(synchronous) 
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Extended Program Plan
Welcome & Opening Prayer

Part 1      All Ages Introduction to the Theme (live stream)
All Ages Experience (live stream)

Part 2      Demonstration of Home Activities (live stream)
At Home Family Activity (resources online)

(age appropriate, together or individualized)
At Home Adult Presentation (video or live stream)

Part 3      Quick Sharing from Participants using Facebook   
Page or Photos on Instagram 

Closing Reflections & Prayer/Ritual (live stream)
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Program Example: Called to Pray
Gathering and Opening Prayer

Welcome to Prayer Program

Prayer Experiences: Demonstrate Live & Practice @Home
• Activity 1: Creating a Space for Prayer
• Activity 2: Praying with Scripture
• Activity 3: Praying with the Psalms
• Activity 4: Intercessory Prayer
• Activity 5: The Jesus Prayer 

Making Prayer an Essential Part of Family Life 

Closing Prayer
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Family Faith 
Formation Playlist
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Event-Centered Programming

Preparing

•What types of 
experiences, 
programming, 
activities, and 
resources will you 
develop to 
prepare people 
for the event? 

•Independent, 
small group, large 
group

•Blended 
•Playlists

Experiencing

•How will you 
design the event? 

•How will you 
engage age 
groups, families, 
and the faith 
community? 

Living

•How will you 
sustain/extend 
the event? 

•What types of 
experiences, 
programs, 
activities, and  
resources will you 
offer people? 

•Independent, 
small group, large 
group

•Blended
•Playlists
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Family Faith Formation in 2020-21

Live 
Programming

Online 
Programming

Families 
@Home

Small Group 
Gatherings
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