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Beyond Technology to
Learning & Formation
in Faith and Discipleship
John Roberto

LifelongFaith.com
For PowerPoint & Articles go
to Home menu
and then Milwaukee

New Lifelong Faith
Websites
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• We are focusing on our
people—their needs,
struggles, life issues, and
more. We are becoming more
person-centered.
• We are expanding our vision
of where church and faith
formation happens. We’ve
moved from a church-building
mindset to a multi-space
approach where faith forming
happens at home, in online
spaces, in small groups, in
mentoring relationships, in
independent learning, in the
world.

What
Are We
Learning

Expanded Vision & Settings
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• We are using new approaches
(and tools, methods, and
media)—many of which have
been available to us for a
decade—that the pandemic
has motivated (forced?) us to
use as integral to faith
formation.
• We are offering faith
formation in synchronous
(real time) and asynchronous
(on your own time) formats
with Online and Hybrid
approaches—thereby
expanding the opportunities
for people to engage in faith
forming experiences.

What
Are We
Learning

• We are making faith formation
mobile—bringing faith
formation to where people live
using the new digital tools,
methods, and media. We are
creating playlists of faith
forming content for all ages.
• We are usually traditional tools
in new digital ways.
• We are using social media
platforms for connection and
sharing. We are connecting and
communicating with people of
all ages, sharing and discussing
faith and spirituality, engaging
people to share what they are
learning and how they are
practicing their faith through
videos, images, stories, and
more.

What
Are We
Learning
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What’s Emerging
Gathered
In-Person

Scattered
Home, Community,
Online

Networked
Hybrid
Personalized

Resources for
What’s Emerging
• DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
& TOOLS
• DIGITAL
COMMUNICATION
• SOCIAL MEDIA
PLATFORMS
• LEARNING
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
• DIGITAL FAITH
FORMATION CONTENT:
ONLINE, APPS, VIDEO,
PODCASTS, AND MORE
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Networks of Faith Formation

What if we imagined lifelong
faith formation as a network
of relationships, content,
experiences, & resources—
in physical places and online
spaces—for every stage of
life organized around our
vision and goals for
maturing in faith for a
lifetime?

Network
Faith
Formation
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At every stage of life, we can offer:
• a wide variety of faith-forming
experiences in intergenerational,
family, and life stage settings
• a variety of content, programs,
activities, and resources

Networks
of Faith
Formation

• content personalized to their
spiritual-religious growth
• a variety of formats: on your own,
mentored, at home, in small
groups, and in large groups
• in-person, online, and hybrid
• anytime, anywhere

6

1/13/22

Personalized
• All Adult Content
• Adults who are just getting
started (or need a refresher) with activities that introduce
people to the content of the
goal.
• Adults who are growing with activities to help
them become more confident in
their knowledge and practice of
their faith.
• Adults who want to go deeper with activities to deepen
their knowledge and practice of
their faith through a more indepth exploration and
experience.
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Hybrid Faith Formation

Hybridity
Recognizing online actions as meaning-filled helps
Christian communities to consider our current
online and in-person reality in terms of its hybridity,
rather than in terms of digital dualism (think of
online as virtual and in person as real). “Hybridity,”
describes “the coming together of online and offline,
media and matter, or more dynamically. . . . the
interplay between the online and offline dimension.”
Most Americans live hybrid lives because our online
and offline lives have been integrated. Interactions
online shape offline experiences, and offline
communication and practices shape people’s online
engagement.
Angela Gorrell, Always On
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Three Approaches

Synchronous and Asynchronous
Gathered
Programming

Hybrid
Programming

Online
Programming

(church, camp,
mission trip,
retreat center,
community
places)

Gathered &
Online

(individuals,
families, small
groups)

Yale Bible Study
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Gospel of Luke
Yale Bible Study
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The Birth of the Anointed One
Jesus Begins to Heal
Jesus Begins to Teach
Jesus Begins to Form a
Community
Jesus Teaches “On the Road”
Lost and Found
In Jerusalem
The Passion & Resurrection

Gospel of Luke
The Bible Project
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Bible Study: Gospel of Luke
Programming Options
1. Gathered
ü Use the online content to present and experience the
content in a large group or small group format

2. Online
ü Independent learning
ü Small group learning using Zoom

3. Hybrid
ü Online learning on your own or with a small group +
in-person gathering (small group or large group)

Hybrid Example #1
Learn In-person
Gathering
(synchronous)

Discuss & Apply In-person (large or
small group) or on
Zoom
(synchronous)

Learn Online
with a Playlist
Demonstrate
Learning
(asynchronous)

Learn Online
with a Playlist
(asynchronous)

Learn via Livestream
Presentation or
Demonstration
(synchronous)
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Hybrid Example #2

Individual and/or Small
Group Online Learning
Playlists
Exploring the Content
- print, audio, video,
activities

Gathered Program in
Physical Space

(large group or small group)

Applying the Content:
Create – Practice - Perform
- Participate

Add a Facebook Group or other online meeting space
for sustained interaction and connection

“Flipped” Outreach Initiative
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“Flipped” Outreach Initiative

“Flipped” Confirmation Program
• On Your Own: Engage young people with a monthly
learning playlist—watching videos, reading short
articles, praying, writing reflections in a journal—on
the theme.
• In a Small Group: Have young people participate in
one online small group experience to discuss the
content in the playlist and what they are learning.
• In a Large Group: Involve young people in a monthly
meeting with all groups for community sharing,
interactive activities, short presentations, and ideas for
living faith.
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Our Confirmation preparation program has two
components: Once a month in-person classes and an
online study. The online study is a place for students to
develop their faith weekly by completing multi-media
lessons which include videos, reading, Saint reflections,
multiple-choice questions and online small group
discussions. Each small group has their own online space
to discuss faith topics, ask questions, and pray for one
another.
•
•
•
•
•

Class Sessions - Once a month (7 in total/year)
Online Sessions - 3 per month
“Insight” Youth Group Meetings - Attend 3 per year
Service Projects - 2 per year
Retreat - Year 1 and 2

Hybrid Example #3
#1. Live Stream
Presentation

#5. Group
gathering to
reflect & debrief
(in-person or
online)

#4. Action
Projects in Teams
(physical settings)

#2. Online
Learning Playlist

#3. Small Group
Discussions
(Zoom)

Add a Facebook Group or other online meeting space for
sustained interaction and connection
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Ideas for Hybrid Design
reinvent or create
• Marriage preparation
• Baptism preparation for new
parents
• Families with young children (0-5)
• Children’s faith formation with an
at-home component
• First communion preparation for
parents and whole family
• Confirmation preparation
• All adult faith formation
• Outreach initiatives

Playlists for Faith Formation
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In the Analog World

In the Digital World

Playlist as a Menu: Sunday Worship
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Playlist as a Menu: Lent for Families
Read
• Daily Devotional for Lent
• Daily Scripture Readings
Watch
• “Lent in 3 Minutes” from Busted Halo)
• “Ash Wednesday and Lent” from Chuck
Knows Church
• “The Children's Liturgy of the Word” with
Miss Heidi
Experience
• “40 Ideas for 40 Days”
• Lenten Calendar
• Creative Arts Activities for each Sunday
of Lent and Holy Week
• Visual Stations of the Cross

Participate
• Sunday worship
• Friday Lenten soup suppers
• Stations of the Cross
Pray and Reflect
• Daily Lenten prayers
• Ash Wednesday service at home
• Holy Week Retreat at Home
Serve
• Meal for a homebound person
• Groceries for the food pantry
• “Rice Bowl” Activity for Relief
Organizations

Playlist as a Menu: Sunday Worship
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Playlist as Learning Process: Gospels
ENGAGE
Create a Gospel

APPLY

EXPLORE

- Activities to study,
read, and reflect on
the Gospels

- Read
- Watch: Gospel of
Luke (Bible Project)

PRACTICE
- Reflect on creating
a Gospel
- Read a Gospel

Playlist in a Hybrid Process
Week 1. ENGAGE (synchronous)
• Live streamed or gathered in-person

Week 2. EXPLORE (asynchronous)
• Read the selected articles & Watch the video

Week 3. PRACTICE (asynchronous)
• Reflect & Read a Gospel

Week 4. APPLY (synchronous)
• Experience a variety of activities to study and read the Gospels
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Digital Platform for Anytime &
Anywhere Learning
Curated Activities
Micro-Learning Activities

Playlists

Mix of Methods & Media
Multiple Ways to Learn

Multiple Uses for Playlists
1. To extend a gathered, in-person event or
program
2. To provide online learning for an
individual or small group
3. To provide the online learning in a
“flipped” educational approach that
integrates individual and small group
learning with gathered in-person
programming
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Playlist Examples
LifelongFaith.com

“Faith & Family Playlists”
Rev. Kathy Pittenger
https://michiganumc.org/faith
-family-playlists/

Curation Resources
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