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DESIGNING	21ST	CENTURY		
FAMILY	FAITH	FORMATION	

2016	Family	Symposium	
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FAMILIES	AT	THE	CENTER	

Family	&	
Parents	

Church	Life	
&	Ministries		

Community	

�  Seeing	the	home	as	the	
essen9al	&	founda9onal	
environment	for	faith	nurture,	
faith	prac9ce,	and	the	healthy	
development	of	young	people.		

�  Building	faith	forma9on	
around	the	lives	of	the	today’s	
families	and	parents,	rather	
than	having	the	congrega9on	
prescribe	the	programs	and	
ac9vi9es	that	families	will	
par9cipate	in.		

EIGHT	STRATEGIES	

1.  Discovering	God	in	Everyday	Life		
2.  Forming	Faith	at	Home	through	the	Life	Cycle	
3.  Forming	Faith	through	Milestones	
4.  Celebra9ng	Seasonal	Events	through	the	Year		
5.  Encountering	God	in	the	Bible	through	the	Year	
6.  Connec9ng	Families	Intergenera9onally		
7.  Developing	a	Strong	Family	Life		
8.  Empowering	Parents	and	Grandparents	
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CONTEXTUALIZING	OUR	STRATEGIES	

�  Diversity	of	Family	Forms		
�  Variety	of	Spiritual-Religious	Iden99es:	

Engaged------Occasionals-------Spirituals------Unaffiliated		
�  Genera9onal	Paren9ng	Approaches	

� Gen	X	parents	–	Protec7ve	Paren7ng	
� Millennial	parents	–	Responsive	Paren7ng	

�  Diversity	of	Ethnici9es	
�  Local	Community	

THE	DIGITALLY	CONNECTED	FAMILY	
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IF	YOU	KNEW.	.	.		
Ø  People	have	the	technology	for	learning.	
Ø  People	are	connected	with	each	other	and	reachable.		
Ø  People	have	9me	in	their	busy	lives	to	connect,	par9cipate,	

and	interact	in	online	experiences	and	communi9es.		
Ø  People	are	already	engaged	in	learning	online.	
Ø  People	are	already	engaged	with	others	online	in	spiritual	

experiences.		
Ø  People	have	access	to	an	abundance	of	content	–	in	all	

types	of	media	formats	–	available	24x7,	and	oYen	free!	
	

How	would	you	do	faith	forma0on?		

21ST	CENTURY	FAITH	FORMATION	

1.  A	variety	of	rela9onships,	content,	experiences,	and	
resources	

2.  New	methods:	immersive,	mul9media,	mul9-sensory,	
highly	visual,	par9cipatory,	experien9al	

3.  New	formats:	episodic,	micro-learning,	on	demand,	
mobile,	24x7,		

4.  New	digital	media	and	digital	pla\orms	
5.  Mul9ple	environments:	self-directed,	mentored,	at	

home,	in	small	groups,	in	large	groups,	church-wide,	
in	the	community,	and	in	the	world.	
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21ST	CENTURY	LEARNING	

Ø  Immersive	
Ø  Mul9-Media	
Ø  Mul9-Sensory	
Ø  Highly	Visual	
Ø  Par9cipatory	
Ø  Experien9al	

Ø  Abundance	of	
Content	

Ø  On	Demand	
Ø  Mobile	
Ø  24x7	
	

DIGITALLY	ENABLED	&			
DIGITALLY	CONNECTED	

Blending	gathered	community	se^ngs	with	online	
learning	environments	and	u9lizing	the	abundance	of	
digital	media	and	tools	for	learning	and	faith	forma9on	
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Website	
• Digital	Content	
to	Extend	&	
Deepen	Event	

Social	
Media	

•  Interac9on	
• Connec9on		
• Communica9on	
• Demonstra9on		

Mul9ple	
Formats		

• Offering	the	
Event	in	New	
Formats	

Event 

FAMILY	FAITH	FORMATION	NETWORK	
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GROWTH	
IN	FAITH	

Caring	
Rela9onships	

Rituals	&	
Milestones	

Church	Year	
Seasons	

Learning	the	
Tradi9on	

Praying	
Spiritual	
Forma9on	

Reading	the	
Bible	

Serving	
Working	for	
Jus9ce	Caring	
for	Crea9on	

Worshipping	

EIGHT	FAITH	FORMING	PROCESSES	

FAITH
	FORM

ATION
	PLAYLISTS	
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FAITH
	FORM

ATION
	PLAYLISTS	

THREE	SEASONS	OF	PROGRAMMING	

Fall	Season:		
Sept	1	–	Jan	1	

	
Winter/Spring	Season:	

Jan	1	–	May	1	
	

Summer	Season:		
May	1	–	Sept	1	

Fall	

Winter-
Spring	

Summer	
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CURATING	&	CREATING	CONTENT		

Current	Roles	 Emerging	Roles	
�  Developing	religious	

content	
�  Designing	

programming		
�  Managing	

programming	
�  Teaching/Facilita8ng	

programming		
	

�  Designing	faith	forming	
environments—
architecture		

�  Designing	Digital	
Pla:orms	for	faith	
forming	content	

�  Cura0ng	faith	forming	
content	&		experiences	

Balancing Both Roles 
|---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------| 


