Our discipleship path at FPC clearly lays out how the programs of the church create a path for youth to travel as they grow in their faith.  It defines a systematic programming approach that meets the needs of each stage of discipleship development while encouraging growth in youth. 
This Discipleship Path should be prominent in the Youth Suite (banner, poster, on a bulletin board).  Youth should be able to find themselves somewhere on the path and note what ministries could encourage their faith growth. 

The Discipleship Path should be explained each year to both the youth and the parents at the Parent Check-In Meeting as a reminder of the purpose of our programs and a guide for their faith journey.

The Discipleship Path should be used by the Youth CE committee during the three major calendaring times (fall, spring, and summer) to ensure there is an appropriate balance of programs meetings the needs of each stage.
The Discipleship Path:

· Identifies key stages on the discipleship journey.  

· Defines a systematic programming approach that meets the needs of each stage of discipleship development while encouraging growth in youth.

· Each program addresses a different stage.                                         Examples of how this helpful document will be used:

· Identifies the purposes of each youth ministry program.

· Provides a good checkpoint to see where we are currently over programmed and under programmed.

· Maximizes the impact of staff and volunteers 

· Provides a guide for planning

· Allows entry points based on spiritual growth and age

· Understands that not every student will come to every program, because not every program is made for every student (and that’s okay!)

· Creates a metaphor for discipleship journey  

· Clearly lays out how the programs of the church create a path for youth to travel as they grow in their faith.  

