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Reflect

There has been remarkable development 
in the thinking and practice of 
intergenerationality over the past three 
decades. 
Christian congregations are rediscovering 
the power of the intergenerational faith 
community for forming and transforming 
people in Christian faith. 
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Reflect

We are rediscovering the primacy of 
intergenerational community, relationships, 
and faith-forming experiences for 
developing and sustaining faith and 
discipleship in people of all ages and 
generations. 
Churches are rediscovering their 
intergenerational heart and soul. 
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Strategies

1. Transform multigenerational 
environments into experiences of 
intergenerational connection and 
community.

2. Transform age-specific programs by 
adding intergenerational activities 
or by redesigning the program into 
an intergenerational experience.

3. Creating new initiatives that will 
contribute toward building an 
intergenerational culture in your 
congregation. 
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The New 
Context 

We are not going back to normal. 

We are no longer talking about 
months but about years of COVID-
19. 

We will not be able to gather people 
in church facilities as we have in the 
past. 
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Urgency 
of the 
Moment

This	time	poses	the	greatest	leadership	
crisis	any	of	us	have	faced.	It	can	be	a	

moment	of	amazing	creativity,	though	it	also	
is	going	to	be	a	time	of	unavoidable	pain	and	

loss.	We	will	discover	that	while	many	
resources	are	suddenly	unavailable	to	us,	
the	most	essential	resource	is	still	available,	
and	the	most	important	reality	has	not	

changed.	The	reality	is	that	God	has	called	
us	to	a	time	like	this,	given	us	a	mission	and	
a	community	to	serve	alongside,	and	we	still	
have	the	most	important	resource,	which	is	
trust	in	the	context	of	love.	Everything	

depends	on	how	quickly	and	thoroughly	we	
move	to	build	on	that	resource,	starting	

today.

(Andy Crouch, Kurt Keilhacker, Dave Blanchard)
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Let Us 
Remember

….as	churches	begin	to	slowly	resume	services,	we	
should	ask	ourselves:	Should	we	return	to	business	as	
usual?

For	many	of	us,	“church”	over	the	years	has	become	
synonymous	with	steeples,	programs,	music	and	
attire.	But	to	the	first	believers,	the	church	meant	an	
intimate,	family-centric	community	of	faith.	

From	my	perspective	as	a	pastor,	one	of	the	silver	
linings	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic	is	that	it	has	forced	
us	to	once	again	make	our	homes	places	of	worship.

So,	before	we	rush	back	to	business	as	usual	next	
Sunday,	let’s	take	a	moment	to	remember	that	the	
church	is	not	a	building	or	a	service.	

It	is	a	vibrant,	diverse	community	of	people,	which	at	
its	very	heart	is	built	by	families.	
(“As churches reopen, let's not lose the sense of sanctity in our homes.”  Rev 
Samuel Rodriquez. June 15, 2020)
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Time to 
Reinvent 
& 
Expand 
InterGen 
Experiences 
Digitally
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Digital 
Tools

� A Digital Platform for Faith Formation: 
Websites – Weebly, Squarespace, Wix

� Online Learning Platforms: Edmodo, 
Google Classroom

� Video Conferencing & Streaming: Zoom, 
Facebook Live, YouTube Live 

� Group Interaction: Facebook Groups
� Communication Tools: Email, Texting
� Social Media Tools: Facebook, Instagram
� Digital Learning Apps 
� Digital Video Camera 

(and equipment) 
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InterGen
Online & 
Blended
Ideas

�Whole Church InterGen Activities

�Mentoring or 1-1 InterGen 
Relationships

�Home-based programming
� Small group programming

� Large group programming
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InterGen 
Digital
Story-
telling

Intergenerational Storytelling Festival 
� In families, across the whole church

� Audio and/or video
� Published online & utilized in programs
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InterGen 
Digital
Story-
telling
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InterGen  
Story 
Time 
Online 

http://storypath.upsem.edu
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InterGen 
Relation-
ship 
Building

https://connect.sweetreaders.org
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InterGen 
Film 
Festival 

Shared 
Experience 
+ 
Facebook

On one of our most recent Disney 
movie nights we chose to watch 
Disney Pixar’s “Up”. This is one of 
my personal favorites and we had a 
blast putting it together. My 
daughter made tons of balloons 
and decorated the whole living 
room with them. There were so 
many I started to think we might 
float away with Carl and Russell! I 
made a dinner that consisted of 
hot dogs (or Dug’s Dogs as I called 
them) along with two very yummy 
desserts: Sky Jello and Carl’s Sugar 
Cookie Balloons. We ALWAYS make 
sure to have popcorn. And I always 
name it…this time it was Kevin’s 
Poppin Corn!
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InterGen
Prayer

� 1-1 Prayer Partners from Different 
Generations

�Online Prayer Wall 
� Family – to – Family Prayer Partners
�Community Weekday Prayer: 

led by multiple generations, praying 
live or in pre-recorded video 
segments

�Weekly Prayer Group on Zoom: 
greet, sing, pray
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Church-
Wide 
InterGen 
Justice & 
Service 
Focus

Month-long Plan 
1. Select a justice issue, social need, etc. 

as a focus
2. Research the issue/need: curate 

learning resources and action projects 
(direct aid, advocacy, etc.)

3. Kick-off the month with a live stream 
presentation/demonstration

4. Engage all ages in online learning 
experiences on the issue/need (video, 
activities, etc.) 

5. Engage in one or more action projects 
that can be done in families or 
intergenerational groups (physical or 
online setting)

6. Bring everyone together (online) to 
share their experience
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InterGen 
Visual 
Images

� Thought-evoking Images

� Explore Scripture & Story

� Consider Reflective Questions
https://vibrant-faith-catalyst.mn.co/courses/1385288/content
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Small 
Group & 
Large 
Group 
InterGen
Programs

1. Live Stream and/or Zoom Meeting 
(synchronous)

2. Online Playlist of content (reading, 
video, audio podcasts, and/or 
printed materials) (asynchronous)

� Developmentally-appropriate 
activities for children, teens, 
adults, and/or the whole family. 

� Resources for parent enrichment 
to use the activities at home

3. Group Discussion in Facebook 
Group (asynchronous) or Zoom 
Meeting (synchronous)
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Live Stream Intergenerational Program
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Designing 
Learning

Engage the 
learner

Explore the 
topic

Create a 
project

Perform / 
Present the 

Project

Share and 
debrief the 

learning
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Designing 
Learning

Week 1. Engage the learner in the topic or theme 
(synchronous) 
� Synchronous live streamed session to “gather” the 

group, introduce the topic/theme, and show how it 
connects to the life of the learner.  Methods:  
presentation, demonstration, video, storytelling, etc. 

Week 2. Explore the topic of theme (asynchronous) 
� Learners select one or more activities that go deeper 

into the topic or theme. This can take many forms 
(video, audio, text, reading, prayer or ritual, etc.) 

Week 3. Practice and demonstrate learning 
(asynchronous)
� Learners use a variety of methods to create an activity, 

individually or with others in the group, that 
demonstrate learning. Learning apps can provide a 
creative way to design an activity. 

Week 4. Perform and present the project (synchronous)
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InterGen 
Small 
Group

�Week 1. Live stream presentation/ 
demonstration for all small groups 
to introduce theme + @home 
study activities

�Week 2. Small group exploration + 
@home study (online)

�Week 3. Small group exploration +  
@home integration activity 
(online)

�Week 4. Live online session for all 
groups to share and present 
creative project 
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Intergenerational Large Group
Presented from a Central Location

Welcome & Opening Prayer

Part 1      All Ages Introduction to the Theme (live stream)
All Ages Experience (live stream)

Part 2      Demonstration of Home Activities (live stream)
At Home Family Activity (resources online)

(age appropriate, together or individualized)
At Home Adult Presentation (video or live stream)

Part 3      Quick Sharing from Participants using Facebook   
Page or Photos on Instagram 

Closing Reflections & Prayer/Ritual (live stream)
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Extended Time – VBS, Grandcamp
Hour 1     Introduction, Prayer (song, video)

Presentation/Demonstration #1 via Live Stream

@ Home activity + break

Hour 2     Presentation/Demonstration #2 via Live Stream

@ Home activity + break

Hour 3     Presentation/Demonstration #3 via Live Stream

@ Home activity + break + snack

Closing     Reflections on the Program and Closing Prayer
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Playlists 
for 
InterGen 
Learning

Micro-Learning Activities

Multiple Ways to Learn

Mix of Methods & Media

Learning Apps
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Playlist for Sunday Worship
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Playlist for Adults
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https://michiganumc.org/resourc
es/childrens-ministry-tool-
box/faith-family-playlists

Michigan Conference 
UMC 

Children’s Ministry

“Faith & Family 
Playlist”

Rev. Kathy Pittenger
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First Presbyterian, Stillwater, OK
https://www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com
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https://michiganumc.org/resources/childrens-ministry-tool-box/faith-family-playlists
https://www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/


6/16/20

18

Vibrant Faith Catalyst   LifelongFaith.com  

35


