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Faith Forming Environments
Intergenerational

Family

Peers
Children &
Adolescents

Forming Faith: Intergenerational

Utilize intergenerational events
Connect the generations
Infuse intergenerational into existing programs
Create intergenerational new programs & experiences
(learning, service, community life)
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Intergenerational Learning Process
Preparation:
knowledge & practices
for participating fully

Reflection:
on the experience and
living its meaning in
daily life

Guided Participation:
in the events of church
life & the Christian Faith

Intergenerational Faith Formation
Example: If we are creating a plan for children’s faith formation,
we need to consider how we will:
1. engage children in faith community experiences with all
generations (including worship)
2. equip parents to share faith at home and build families of
faith practice.
3. build relationships with and engage children and parents
who are not involved in the faith community (e.g., baptized
but not engaged).
Then we can identity the unique age-group experiences we need
to provide children.
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Caring
Cultivating caring relationships across generations
in the congregation and community, becoming a
life-giving spiritual community of faith, hope, and
love.
1. Intergenerational Caring Conversations
2. Intergenerational Community Building
3. Intergenerational Relationships in Existing
Programs
4. Intergenerational Storytelling
5. Intergenerational Relationships through
Mentoring

Celebrating
Worshiping God together through Sunday
worship, rituals, sacraments, and the liturgical
seasons that involves all of the ages and
generations.
1. Intergenerational Sunday Worship
2. Whole Community Sacramental Celebrations
3. Milestones throughout Life
4. Church Year Feasts & Seasons
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Praying
Nurturing the spiritual life of the whole
community through the congregation’s prayer
services, rituals, and blessings throughout the
year.
1. Intergenerational Formation in Spiritual
Practices
2. Intergenerational Prayer Stations
3. Intergenerational Prayer Partners & Spiritual
Guides
4. Intergenerational Prayer Groups

Serving
Involving all ages and generations in service and
mission to the world, especially to the poor and
vulnerable, and in the works of justice and
advocacy.
1. Intergenerational Mission Trips
2. Churchwide Service Day
3. Intergenerational Monthly Project
4. Intergenerational Service Nights
5. Intergenerational Service Projects
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Learning
Engaging all ages and generations together in
learning experiences that teach scripture and the
Christian tradition, informing and forming disciples
of all ages in Christian identity.
Intergenerational Learning
1. Weekly
2. Bi-Weekly
3. Monthly
4. Small Group & Large Group

Learning
Incorporating Intergenerational Learning in
Church Life
1. Age Group Programming
2. Sacramental and Milestone Celebrations
3. Church Year Feasts & Seasons
4. Vacation Bible School
5. Mission Trips & Service Projects
6. Retreat and Camp Experiences
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Intergenerational Learning
Engaging all ages and generations together in learning
experiences that teach scripture and the Christian
tradition, informing and forming disciples of all ages in
Christian identity.
Ø Intergenerational Learning
1.
2.
3.
4.

In-Common All Ages Experiences
Parallel Learning
Contributive Occasions
Interactive Sharing

Ø Weekly, Bi-Weekly, and Monthly Models
Ø Small Group & Large Group Models

Whole Church Faith Formation
Christian
Practices

Bible

Creed

Sacraments

Prayer

Morality
Justice
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Elements of LOGOS
Bible Study
Family Time
Worship Skills
Recreation

GenOn Ministries
www.genonministries.org
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Intergenerational Learning
•
•

•

•

A flexible, relaxed arrival time with
drinks and snacks
Creative exploration of a Bible story/
theme through creative experiences
for people of different learning styles
and of all ages. Children and adults
are not separated and are
encouraged to explore the story/
theme together
A short but explicit time of worship
with story, music and prayers that
builds on the creative exploration.
A generous welcome and hospitality
is expressed through a delicious
home-cooked, sit-down meal with
others

www.messychurch.org.uk
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Forming Faith: Family
ª Primary Influence on

transmission of religious faith
and practice: Parents & Family
ª Day-to-day religious practices
of the family and the ways
parents model their faith and
share it in conversation,
collaboration, and exposure to
outside religious opportunities
ª Secondary Influence: The

Congregation and Significant
Adults

What Makes a Difference?
The primary mechanisms by which
Catholic identity becomes rooted in
children’s lives are not Catholic
schooling or sacramental preparation,
but rather the day-to-day religious
practices of the family and the ways
parents model their faith and share it
in conversation, collaboration, and
exposure to outside religious
opportunities.
(Burtkus and Smith)
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What Makes a Difference?
This is all to say that the definitive
causal agents in the religious and
spiritual outcomes of American youth
are neither clergy nor youth ministers,
neither educators nor the voices of
popular culture and media, but
parents.
(Burtkus and Smith)

What Makes a Difference?
ª Parents by the power of their personality, practices,

and way of being, model and generate the culture
of the household (both explicitly and implicitly).
ª Parents produce, induce, and interpret the
household’s experiences of Christian faith.
ª Parents are one influence among others - they are
nevertheless the dominant influence which orders
and shapes the way children experience other
influences, i.e. they constellate children’s
experiences of various cultural currents, including
religion.
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One of the most basic suggestions of our
findings is that young adults arrive at a sense of
their fundamental identity and worldview not by
weighing all possible intellectual arguments for
and against a proposed way of life, but rather
by roughly adopting the worldview of those
mentors who left the deepest impression upon
them—and who loved them and cared for
them the most. It should come as no surprise,
then, that the emergence of the new
generation of dedicated young Catholics will
rise and fall with the choices of their parents.
(American Catholic Religious Parenting, Burtkus and Smith)

Parental Influence
Gatekeeper of the
Faith

control over how much
and what sorts of
religious content their
children encounter

Sponsor of the Faith

Interpreter of the
Faith

meaningful
embodiment of the
Christian faith in the
lives of children

point of access
between church home

Parent Role
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Comprehensive Family Plan
Children/Teens + Parents + Grandparents

Three
Elements of a
Family Plan

Family Life
& Parent
Formation

Family Faith
at Home

Family Engagement
in the
Intergenerational
Faith Community

Transforming Our Practice: Strategies
Family Faith @ Home

ü Faith Practices @ Home
ü God in Everyday Life
ü Milestones

Faith Community

ü Seasonal Events
ü Bible through the Year
ü Intergenerational Connection

Family Life & Parents

ü Strong Family Life
ü Parents & Grandparents as

Faith Formers
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Family Faith Formation Plan
Young
Children

Older
Children

Young
Adolescents

Older
Adolescents

Family Faith @ Home
God in Everyday Life
Faith Practices
ü Milestones

ü

ü

Intergenerational Faith Community

Seasonal Events
Bible through the Year
ü Intergenerational Connections & Experiences
ü

ü

Family Life & Parent/Grandparent Formation
ü

ü Strong Family Life
Parents & Grandparents as Faith Formers

Faith Practices @ Home
Developmentally Appropriate
activities for. . .
1. Seasons of the year
2. Rituals and milestones
3. Learning the tradition
4. Prayer and spiritual
formation
5. Reading the Bible
6. Service, justice, care for
creation
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Discovering God in Everyday Life
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Examen for Children
Quiet the children before
bedtime.
Ask them what made them
happy over the past day.
Ask them what made them sad
over the past day.
Ask them what they look
forward to tomorrow.
Remind them to thank God for
what made them happy, ask
for God’s help when they are
sad, and pray for God’s
presence in the coming day.

Forming Faith through Milestones
ª Birth / Baptism
ª Baptism anniversaries
ª First prayers
ª First Bible stories
ª Starting school year
ª Receiving a first Bible
ª First Communion
ª Confirmation
ª Graduation

1. Church ritual/blessing
2. Home celebration/

blessing
3. Learning program – at
church or home
4. Symbol
5. Supporting continued
growth
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Forming Faith through Milestones
Preparing
• What types of
experiences,
programming,
activities, and
resources will
you develop
to prepare
people for the
event?

Experiencing
• How will you
design the
event?
• How will you
engage age
groups,
families, and
the faith
community?

Living
• How will you
sustain/
extend the
event?
• What types of
experiences,
programs,
activities, and
resources will
you offer
people?

Forming Faith through Milestones
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Intergenerational Strategies
1. Utilize intergenerational
events
2. Connect the generations
3. Infuse intergenerational
into existing programs
4. Create intergenerational
new programs &
experiences (learning,
service, community life)

Serving

Caring
Relationships

Praying

Celebrating

Learning

Family Camp
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Family Service

Developing a Strong Family Life
Developmental Relationships – Search Institute

Express Care

Challenge Growth
Provide Support

Share Power

Expand Possibilities
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Developing Strong Family Life
Family Life Programming

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Communicating effectively
Establishing family routines: family meals, shared activities,
daily commitments
Celebrating meaningful traditions and rituals
Discussing tough topics
Making decisions and solving problems as a family
Learning how to build strong relationships and express care
for each other
Developing the strengths & potential of children & youth
Supporting each other: encouraging and praising, giving
feedback, standing up for each other
Treating each with respect and dignity

Developing Strong Family Life
Create a Family Life Plan for Each Stage

Using the Family Assets and Developmental
Relationships, curate and create developmentallyappropriate programs, activities, and resources for
families at each stage.
1. Family website
2. Parent programs
3. Family programs
4. Family mentors
5. Life cycle support groups for parents
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Three Parental Faith Roles
Gatekeeper of the
Faith

control over how much
and what sorts of
religious content their
children encounter

Sponsor of the Faith

Interpreter of the
Faith

meaningful
embodiment of the
Christian faith in the
lives of children

point of access
between church home

Parent Role

Empowering Parents
Developing
Faith @
Home

Promoting
Healthy
Development

Parental Faith
Formation

Key
Content

Faith Forming
& Parenting
Skills
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Empowering Parents
Parent Programming

1. Parent website
2. Parent programs—a progression of workshops,
3.

4.
5.
6.

webinars, and/or courses for each stage of the lifecycle
Laboratory experiences—immersion/hands-on
experiences through church events or family/
intergenerational programs
Parent mentors
Lifecycle support groups for parents
A parent catechumenate—around key milestone
experiences and “moments of return”

Empowering Parents
Competencies

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Expressing care, love, affection, and support for children
Balancing time and commitments, managing stress
Practicing healthy relationships
Disciplining children and learning discipline practices
Creating a warm, caring supportive family.
Set boundaries and high expectations for children
Managing technology and media use
Challenging children to grow and continuously improve
Providing support to help children complete tasks and achieve goals
Sharing power with children so that there voice is heard and they share
in making decisions.
Expanding possibilities and connecting children to opportunities for
growth
Developing emotional communication skills
Developing positive parent-child interaction skills
Learning to respond consistently to their child
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The Seasons of Life
Seasons of Life
• Young Children

Life Issues
1.

• Older Children
• Young Adolescents

2.

• Older Adolescents

3.

• Young Adults (20s-30s)

4.

• Midlife Adults (40s-mid 50s)

5.

• Mature Adults (mid 50s–75)
• Older Adults (75+)

6.

Physical & Cognitive
Changes
Developmental Tasks
Family Life Cycle
Faith Development
Spiritual-Religious
Identities
Generational
Characteristics

Generations
iGeneration (2000Millennials (1980-99)
Generation X
(1961-1979)
Baby Boomers
(1946-60)

 Relationship to Institutions
 Relationship to Authority
 Family Relationships
 Work-Life Balance
 Communication Style
 Technology Usage
 Learning Style
 Spiritual Expression
 Worship Style

Builders (before 1946)
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Transforming Our Role
Balancing Both Roles

|---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------|

Current Roles
• Developing religious
content
• Designing
programming
• Managing
programming
• Teaching/Facilitating
programming

Emerging Roles
• Designing faith
forming environments
—architecture
• Designing Digital
Platforms for faith
forming content
• Curating religious
content and
experiences

New Leadership Roles
We are becoming learning architects who design and/or identify
environments which can become settings for faith formation, e.g.,
homes, workplaces, coffee shops, online communities, and more.
We can design content and experiences to “deliver” to that
setting.
ª We are becoming designers of digital platforms (websites, social
media) where people can connect with each other, access content,
engage in learning activities, and more. These platforms provide
24x7 faith formation.
ª We are becoming curators of religious content and experiences.
When there is an abundance of content, our role shifts from
creator to curator. Curators are engaged in finding and identifying
high quality content in all formats, matching it with the needs of
people, providing the content on a digital platform (and often in
gathered settings), and engaging people with the content.
ª
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Digital Faith Formation Strategies

Blended Learning
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Digitally Enabled & Digitally Connected
Faith Formation

Extend the Event

Church or
School Event
or Program

At Home &
Daily Life
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Sunday Worship
• Learning
• Praying
• Reading the

Bible: Daily
Readings
• Living

Tri-Saints
Lutheran
Hardy, NE
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One Event/ Program, Multiple Formats
Multiple
Formats

Event/
Program

•
•
•
•

Gathered
Small Group
Independent
Online
• Digital Content to
Extend & Provide
New Ways to
Experience

Website

Social
Media

•
•
•
•

Interaction
Connection
Communication
Demonstration

Build on an Event/Experience
Preparing
• What types of
experiences,
programming,
activities, and
resources will
you develop
to prepare
people for the
event?

Experiencing
• How will you
design the
event?
• How will you
engage age
groups,
families, and
the faith
community?

Living
• How will you
sustain/
extend the
event?
• What types of
experiences,
programs,
activities, and
resources will
you offer
people?
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Flip the Model

@ Home / Daily Life
Exploring the Content
- print, audio, video,
activities

@ The Program
Applying the Content:
Create – Practice Perform - Participate

Our Confirmation preparation program has two components: Once a
month in-person classes and an online study. The online study is a place
for students to develop their faith weekly by completing multi-media
lessons which include videos, reading, Saint reflections, multiple-choice
questions and online small group discussions. Each small group has their
own online space to discuss faith topics, ask questions, and pray for one
another. By having both in person classes and an online study we hope
to help families learn more about their faith while respecting the many
demands for their time.
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Confirmation
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Christian Initiation & New Member Formation

Flip the Model
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Flip Christian Initiation

Integrate Online and Gathered
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Integrate Online and Gathered
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Online 40-Day Lent Curriculum
Church
• Ash Wednesday
• Lenten Sunday
liturgies
• Stations of the
Cross
• Lenten prayer
• Lenten retreat
• Lenten service
• Lenten soup
suppers

è

Daily & Home
• Fasting
• Praying
• Service/
Almsgiving
• Lectionary
reflection
• Family Lenten
activities

ç

Online

• Lenten learning
resources
• Lenten calendar
• Daily Lenten
prayer
• Weekly table
prayer
• Video resources
• Online retreat
experience
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Advent or Lent Online “Curriculum”

Online Learning
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Online Prayer

Pastoral Care
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Webinar
Live
Presentation
Upper Dublin
Lutheran
Church

Personalizing Faith Formation
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Two Ways to Approach Personalizing
Approach One: Personalize the Pathway for People
ª Develop pathways of faith maturing
ª Develop playlists of content and experiences tailored to the

pathways
ª Upload playlists to a digital platform

Approach Two: Personalize the Offerings
ª Identify important life and religious needs of target audience(s)

OR develop a pathways model
ª Develop a digital platform with content to address the needs
ª Format the content tailored to different spiritual-religious
identities

Approach #1. Pathways of Faith Growth
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A Pathways Model
• A Pathway is a process for helping people discern

where they are in their faith journey and to chart a
path for faith growth—to get from where they are to
a closer relationship with Jesus and a deeper practice
of the Christian faith.
• A Pathway is life-centered, reaching into every area
of a person’s life.
• A Pathway is holistic incorporating the whole person:
head, heart, and hands.
• A Pathway focuses on faith maturing.

A Diversity of Spiritual Religious Identities

Not Spiritual,
Not Religious
Unaffiliateds

The
Spiritual but Not
Religious
Uninvolved

Faith &
Engagement –
one among
many priorities
Occasionals

Faith &
Engagement at
the Center of Life
Actives
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Personalized Pathways of Faith Growth

Pathways

Vibrant

Variety of
Experiences &
Activities

Occasional

Variety of
Experiences &
Activities

Uninvolved
Unaffiliated

Variety of
Experiences &
Activities

Personalized Pathways of Faith Growth
1

Playlist of
Experiences &
Activities

2

Playlist of
Experiences &
Activities

3

Playlist of
Experiences &
Activities

4

Playlist of
Experiences &
Activities

Characteristic
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Designing a Pathways Model
Identify a target audience(s)
Describe their life stage & religious-spiritual characteristics.
Identify how/where you will use the Pathways model
• Sacraments/milestones
• RCIA, evangelization, and new member processes
• Gathered adult faith formation programming
• Affinity groups
• On-ramps where people might start the discipleship
journey
4. Develop the content for the Pathways
5. Develop a ‘discernment continuum” that gives people a way
to reflect on their current growth
1.
2.
3.

Designing Steps 1 & 2
Target Audience & Description
•
•
•
•

Surveys
Focus Groups
Interviews
Research
Reviews

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Sample Themes – Mature Adults
Dealing with retirement
Making life plans, finances, health
Becoming a grandparent
Making a difference in the community and
world
Incorporating family changes and transitions
New ways of living and relating as a married
couple
Caring for aging parents
Taking time to read the Bible and learn
more about my faith
Growing spiritually and exploring spirituality
for the 2nd half of life
Connecting with people my age; talking
about things that matter to us
Dealing with loss
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Designing Step 3 - How & Where
Identify how/where you will use the Pathways model
• Sacraments/milestones
• RCIA, evangelization, and new member processes
• Gathered adult faith formation programming
• Affinity groups
• On-ramps where people might start the
discipleship journey

Designing Step 4 – Content
Designing Step 5 – Discernment
Develop the content for the Pathways
• Life and faith characteristics of the target audience
• Characteristics of mature faith
Develop a ‘discernment continuum” that gives people a
way to reflect on their current growth
• Inquiring--Getting Started--Making Progress--Going Deeper
• How true: 1= not true from me , 3=somewhat true for me,

5=very true for me
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Approach #2.
Personalize the Offerings

Personalize
ü For Life Stage Needs
ü For Spiritual-Religious Identity
ü For Interests
ü For Time People Have for Activities
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Playlists for Faith Formation

Learning Playlists
ª A learning playlist is a curated group of digital and local

learning experiences and resources (e.g. videos,
websites, books, games, articles, etc.).
ª A playlist weaves together these learning experiences
into a sequenced pathway centered on a common
theme.
ª Playlists broaden opportunities to engage in cohesive,
interest-driven connected learning experiences that
combine a variety of ways to learning: peer settings,
family settings, intergenerational settings, community/
world settings, and online settings.
ª Playlists create a rich network of experiences for
learners.
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Curating Playlists
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª
ª

Books
Audio / Podcasts
Video and movies
Apps and digital programming
Website content and activities
Courses, programs, workshops at church and online
Church life, ministries, and events
Small groups at church, home, community settings
Art, drama, music
Service and action projects, mission trips
Retreats
Field trips
Mentoring

Faith Formation Playlists
Variety of Environments: Self-directed, mentored, at
home, in small groups, in large groups, church-wide, in the
community, and in the world.
Variety of Ways
to Learn

45

2/6/18

Playlists of Content & Experiences
If you were to use a Playlist approach to develop the
faith of families with young children….
1. Getting Started Families (little faith experience)
2. Growing Families (somewhat connected to faith
community)
3. Going Deeper Families (involved and practicing)
• How would you engage the parents?
• How would you engage the children and whole
family?

Playlists of Content & Experiences
If you were to use a Playlist approach for first
communion…
1. Getting Started Children (little to no faith
forming experiences)
2. Growing Children (some faith forming
experiences)
3. Going Deeper Children (involved and practicing)
What would faith formation look like with these
three “types” of children?
• What would parent and family faith formation look
like?
•
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Playlists of Content & Experiences
If you were to use a Playlist approach for
confirmation…
1. Getting Started Adolescents (little to no faith
forming experiences since childhood)
2. Growing Adolescents (some faith forming
experiences in childhood)
3. Going Deeper Adolescents (involved and
practicing)
What would faith formation look like with these
three “types” of adolescents?
• What would parent and family faith formation look
like?
•
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Key Concept: Curating Faith Formation
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What is Content Curation
(Beth Kanter)
Content curation is the process of sorting through the vast
amounts of content on the web and presenting it in a
meaningful and organized way around a specific theme.
• The work involves sifting, sorting, arranging, and publishing
information.
• A content curator picks the best content that is important
and relevant to share with their community.
• It isn’t unlike what a museum curator does to produce an
exhibition: They identify the theme, they provide the
context, they decide which paintings to hang on the wall,
how they should be annotated, and how they should be
displayed for the public.

Curating Religious Content
Research &
Organize
Resources

Select & Connect
Resources to
programming

Identify Potential
Resources for
Programming

Evaluate
Resources
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Develop Trusted Sources
Blogs
Newsletters
Websites

Denominations
Curated Websites
Religious
Organizations

6-8 “Expert”
Resource
People

Develop a Research Checklist
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

People: teachers, mentors/guides, guest presenters
Community programs: churches, agencies, organizations,
Educational institutions: colleges, seminaries
Retreat and spiritual life centers, monasteries
Denominational programs, events, websites
Museums
Books (with study guides) & E-books
Apps
Audio podcasts & audio learning programs
Videos & video learning programs
Online courses & online activities
Television shows
Organizational websites
Resource center websites
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Develop Evaluation Criteria
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Biblical content and interpretation
Theological content and emphasis
Developmental appropriateness
Ethnic-Cultural appropriateness
Inclusive of diversity
Respect for diverse ways of learning
Appearance and visual appeal
Ease-of-Use
Quality of Experience
Applicable: Able to be incorporated into daily and
home life
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